
CONFERENCE BOOKING FORM 
 
Crossing Paths or Sharing Tracks? 

Future Directions for the Archaeological Study of post-1550 Britain and Ireland 
         University of Leicester, April 4-6, 2008 

The conference brings together representatives from the Society for Post Medieval Archaeology, the 
Association for Industrial Archaeology, the Contemporary Historical Archaeology and Theory list, the 
Irish Post-Medieval Archaeology Group, and the Industrial Heritage Association of Ireland to consider 
the commonalties between approaches as well as the unique contributions made by members of each 
organisation towards the study of the material heritage of the post-1550 period. We seek to avoid 
fragmentation of a still small discipline into subfields such as pre-1750 post-medieval archaeology, 
post- 1750 industrial archaeology, or the incorporation of theory as somehow outside of the purview of 
the work of the older organisations. Through this discussion-focused conference, we hope to foster 
enhanced understanding and cooperation between the organisations and their approaches, with in-depth 
consideration of the future of the broader field of historical archaeology. 
 
FRIDAY , 4 April 2007 
Registration opens at 12:00, formal sessions begin at 2PM 
Welcome from the President of SPMA, and the Chairs of AIA and IPMAG 
 
Keynote address Charles Orser (Illinois State University): The Dialectics of Scale: The Micro/Macro 
Conundrum in Contemporary Historical Archaeology 
Of theory and practice Chair: Marilyn Palmer (University of Leicester) 
   1. David Gwyn (Govannon Consultancy) An amorphous farrago? 
 2. David Cranstone (Cranstone Consultancy) 1500-2000 – Post 

Medieval, Industrial, or Historical? 
3. Tadhg O’Keeffe  (Univ. College Dublin) Atlanticity, modernity, postcoloniality: 
interpretative frameworks for Irish Historical Archaeology  
4. Colin Breen (Univ. of Ulster) University-based teaching & research of historical 
archaeology in Ireland 
5. James Dixon (PreConstruct Archaeology)  An archaeological avant-garde? 
6. Shane Gould (English Heritage) ‘Practice and theory: where do we go from here?’ 

Launch of the Centre for Historical Archaeology, with wine reception and finger buffet sponsored 
by the Vice Chancellor 
 
SATURDAY, 5 April 2007 
Registration 8:00-9:00 
Managing and interpreting Chair: Nick Brannon (Retrospect Archaeology) 

1. Craig Cessford (Cambridge Archaeological Unit) Post-1550 urban archaeology in a 
developer funded context: an example from Grand Arcade, Cambridge 
2. Tony Crosby (Heritage Lottery Fund) Encouraging interest in the recent past 
3. John O’Keeffe  (Environment & Heritage Service, N. Ireland):  The past and the present: 
Who’s tense?  
4. Caron Newman (Egerton Lea) 'Historic Landscape Characterisation: just a management 
tool? 

Producing, consuming, and analysing Chair:  Kate Welham (Univ. of Bournemouth) 
1. Hugh Wilmott (Univ. of Sheffield): Producers or consumers? Developing an integrated 
study of the glass industry  
2. Justine Bayley, David Dungworth, and Sarah Paynter (English Heritage) Science for 
historic industries-glass and glassworking. 
3. Richard Thomas (Univ. of Leicester) Agricultural improvement and the 'sagacity' of the 
tortoise 
4. Alasdair Brooks (Cambridge Council) International comparisons & analysis of post-1750 
ceramics 

Landscapes of industry Chair: Jago Cooper (University of Leicester) 
1. Paul Belford (Ironbridge Archaeology): English industrial landscapes: design, evolution, 
and management 
2. Chris Dalglish (Univ. of Glasgow) Understanding landscapes: the historical archaeology 
of the Scottish Highland estate.   



3. Colm Donnelly (Queen’s Univ. Belfast): Landscapes of coal: North Antrim and the Isles 
4. Colin Rynne (Univ. College Cork) Haulbowline Island, Cork Harbour, Ireland, c. 1816-
1900. A new archaeological perspective on Ireland’s ‘coloniality’. 
5. Richard Newman (Cumbria County Council) 'The changing countryside: industrialization 
&  rural settlement  

 
Conference dinner- Tiffin Indian restaurant 
 
SUNDAY 6 April 
Of people and things Chair: Chris King (University of Leicester) 

1. Geoff Egan (Museum of London and President, Society for Post-Medieval Archaeology) 
Things for people. 
2. Roger Holden Understanding weaving mills in Lancashire: do we need structuration theory 
or the theory of structures? 
3. Emma Dwyer (Museum of London Archaeological Services) Underneath the Arches: the 
afterlife of a railway viaduct 
4. Michael Berry (Univ. of York): Finds, Deposits, and Assigned Status: New Approaches to 
Defined Relationships 
5. Eleanor Casella (Univ. of Manchester) You knew where you were: An archaeology of 
working households in Cheshire 
6. Alastair Owens and Karen Wehner (Queen Mary, Univ. of London), Nigel Jeffries and 
Rupert Featherby (Museum of London)  Living in Victorian London: a material history  

The Way forward? Chair: Audrey Horning (University of Leicester) 
1. Pat Martin (Michigan Tech and the Society for Industrial Archaeology): (title TBA) 
2. Paul Courtney (Leicester) Post-medieval archaeology- an anarchist's approach! 
3. Mike Nevell (Univ. of Manchester) People versus machines or people and machines? 
4. Marilyn Palmer and Audrey Horning (Univ. of Leicester) Forging the future 

Closing address  Stephen Mrozowski (Univ. of Massachusetts, Boston) Pulling the Threads Together:   
Exploring the Fabric of the Modern World 

 
Conference fee of £60 INCLUDES all coffee and tea breaks, lunches on Saturday and Sunday, and 
Friday evening WINE reception and buffet. Conference dinner may be booked for £25.00. 
Accommodation must be booked separately, please see 
http://www.goleicestershire.com/accommodation/ There is an Ibis near the railway 
station – see www.ibishotel.com  Any further details will be posted on the SPMA and AIA 
websites (www.spma.org.uk ) (www.industrial-archaeology.org.uk ). 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
BOOKING FORM – PLEASE SEND TO AIA LIAISON OFFICER, SCHOOL 
OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ANCIENT HISTORY, UNIVERSITY OF 
LEICESTER, LE1 7RH by MARCH 15TH  AT THE VERY LATEST.  
 
Conference fee: £60.00 (£30.00 for students and unwaged). 
Cheques payable to the University of Leicester 
 
Name…………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Organisation (if any)…………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address………………………………………………………………………………….
. 
Phone……………………………….. Email…………………………………………. 
 
I enclose a cheque for £60 for the conference only/£85 to include the conference 
dinner          PLEASE DELETE WHICH DOES NOT APPLY 

http://www.goleicestershire.com/accommodation/
http://www.ibishotel.com/
http://www.spma.org.uk/
http://www.industrial-archaeology.org.uk/

