
 

EDITORIAL 

The June 2010 conference in Newfoundland, jointly hosted by SPMA 
and Memorial University, Newfoundland and Bournemouth Univer-
sity, UK, was a great success, with a diverse programme of interna-
tional speakers addressing the themes of early colonial settlement, 
and migration, and a very enjoyable series of visits and tours of post-
medieval archaeology in the region. As we go to press, the Society is 
preparing for its second major conference of the year at the Univer-
sity of Glasgow, on the important theme of public and political en-
gagement in post-medieval archaeology; a report will follow in the 
Spring 2011 newsletter. 

I can also draw your attention to the preliminary announcement of 
ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ ςπρρ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ ÅÁÒÌÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ 
on the Isle of Man, on the theme of Ȭ4ÈÅ !ÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÆ -ÅÒÃÈÁÎÔ 
#ÁÐÉÔÁÌÉÓÍȭ - a topic of great interest to many different branches of 
our discipline.  

In other Society initiatives, we are about to complete our major pro-
ject of digitising the entire run of Post-Medieval Archaeology and 
making this freely available (except for the most recent issues) on 
the ADS websiteɂa great achievement which will make our re-
search much more widely available. More information will be posted 
on the Society website in due course. The newsletter also includes a 
report of the recent publication of the important excavations of Oat-
lands Palace,  Surrey, a major residence of Henry VIII, and ongoing 
ÆÉÅÌÄ×ÏÒË ÁÔ *ÏÈÎ #ÁÒÒȭÓ ρψÔÈ-century banqueting house at Hornby 
Castle, North Yorkshire.  

With best wishes, Chris King 

newsletter@spma.org 
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4ÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÈÁÓ ÍÅÔ Ô×ÉÃÅ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȟ ÉÎ %ÄȤ
inburgh and London, and is about to meet again in London, in prepa-
ÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ !ÎÎÕÁÌ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ 'ÌÁÓÇÏ×ȟ ÉÎ ÅÁÒÌÙ 
September. The Editorial team also gathered for an away-day in 
Leicester. 

As always, Council officers put in a fair and full workload for the 
Society. Regrettably, Paul Belford has stood down from the Editorial 
team, due to pressures of a competing workload, but not before de-
livering various drafts leading to a fine publicity and recruitment 
leaflet which will be circulated at every opportunity. Thanks go to 

Paul and other Council mem-
bers who collaborated on this 
initiative.  

As is becoming routine (it 
seems), publication of our Jour-
nal (44:1) has brought welcome 
publicity for the Society: the 
5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ,ÅÉÃÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ 2ÉÃÈȤ
ard Thomas referenced it on 
the several occasions when the 
media delighted in his recent 
ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÏÎ ȬÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÓÔ ÁÒÃÈÁÅÏȤ
logical evidence for land tor-
ÔÏÉÓÅ ÉÎ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎȭȢ 

Congratulations must also go to 
Peter Pope and colleagues in 
Canada, and Mark Brisbane and 
colleagues in England, for the 
fine conference ɀ Ȭ%ØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇ 
.Å× 7ÏÒÌÄ 4ÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎÓȭ - in 
.Å×ÆÏÕÎÄÌÁÎÄȢ !ÌÂÅÉÔ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ 
attend, reports tell of a marvel-

ÏÕÓ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ Á ÆÁÓÃÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ ɉÓÅÅ 0ÁÕÌ #ÏÕÒÔÎÅÙȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ 
on pages 2-3 of this Newsletter). Plans for publication of the confer-
ence papers as a Society monograph are well advanced. The Soci-
ÅÔÙȭÓ 'ÌÁÓÇÏ× ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ɀ Ȭ%ÎÇÁÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÃÅÎÔ 0ÁÓÔȡ ÐÕÂÌÉÃȟ ÐÏÌÉÔÉȤ
cal, post-ÍÅÄÉÅÖÁÌ ÁÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÙȭ ɀ will no doubt have been (by the 
time you read this) an equally stimulating experience, coordinated 
ÂÙ #ÈÒÉÓ $ÁÌÇÌÉÓÈȢ #ÈÒÉÓ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÌÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ ÍÏÖÅÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ 
digitisation of back issues of the Journal, available this autumn. 

Looking ahead, the 2011 conference should see the Society meeting 
on the Isle of Man (hosted by Harold Mytum), while the Council has 
put in a marker towards a possible joint conference with the Irish 
Post-Medieval Archaeology Group, hopefully to be held in 2013 in 
Derry/Londonderry, when the city will hold the status of UK City of 
Culture. January 2013 will, of course, see the Society actively partici-
ÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ɉ53!Ɋ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÆÏÒ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ !ÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÙȭÓ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÃÏÎȤ
ference, to be held in Leicester. 

In the more immediate future, keep tuned for news of a new venture 
for the Society ɀ a summer 2011 one-day meeting, to be held in Lon-
don, concerning the archaeology of post-medieval London. This is 
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2010 Newfoundland conference: Peter 

Pope leads a visit to Basque whaling site 

at Red Bay managed by Parks Canada. 



 

intended to be a Continuous Professional Development event for 
field-working archaeologists and planners rather than an 'academic' 
conference, and Council is keen to develop this as part of its out-
reach portfolio. If successful and viable (in these recessionary 
times), it will be rolled out to other urban venues. 

The impact of government budgetary cutbacks has led to consider-
able speculation about the future of English Heritage, which appears 
to have anticipated its likely need for allies in recent initiatives ɀ 
inviting representatives of the Society (and numerous other heritage 
bodies) to several meetings, including a discussion of future heritage 
ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ȬÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÔ ÒÉÓËȭ ÕÐÄÁÔÅȢ .Ï ÄÏÕÂÔȟ 
more anon. 

Members will have been saddened to hear of the passing of Jonathan 
(ÏÒÎÅ ÉÎ *ÕÎÅ ςπρπȢ 0ÁÓÔ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 'ÅÏÆÆ %ÇÁÎ ÓÐÏËÅ ÁÔ *ÏÎÁÔÈÁÎȭÓ 
memorial service in London. I first met Jonathan at a 1994 Society 
conference in Ulster, and we shared Vice-Presidency status some 
years later. I was particularly grateful for his interest in Irish ceram-
ÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÉÎ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ 0ÅÔÅÒ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓȭÓ ÄÅÌÆÔ×ÁÒÅ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓȢ  

Finally ɀ an apology to Kenneth Barton. Keen-eyed readers of the 
Journal may have noticed that Ken went missing from the roll-call of 
Honorary Members of the Society. This was an administrative over-
sight, and no slight was intended; Ken is definitely alive and kicking! 

With best wishes, Nick Brannon 

president@spma.org.uk 

SOCIETY CONFERENCES: 2011 

Forthcoming conference  

2nd -4th September 2011  

Manx National Museum  

Douglas, the Isle of Man 

 

The 2011 SPMA conference will be organised by Professor Harold 
-ÙÔÕÍ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ,ÉÖÅÒÐÏÏÌȭÓ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÆÏÒ -ÁÎØ 
Studies at the Manx National Museum (in collaboration with Manx 
National Heritage). The conference will explore the role of mercan-
tile capitalism using the focus of Liverpool and the Isle of Man within 
the context of Atlantic and wider global trade networks., and it is 
hoped that the conference will offer an international programme 
which addresses many diverse aspects of this important topic. 

The Isle of Man is a key venue in which to hold such a conference. As 
a self-governing territory, throughout its history the island has 
served as a major off-shore centre for mercantile trade in the Atlan-
tic world, a role it has continued to develop in the global  financial 
services economy. The conference programme will include on op-
tional tour of Castletown and other post-medieval sites on Monday 
5th, as well as a pre-ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏÕÒ ÏÆ ,ÉÖÅÒÐÏÏÌȟ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5+ȭÓ 
major Atlantic and global mercantile cities. 

Access to the Isle of Man is via the Isle of Man Steam Packet Com-
pany ferries from Liverpool or Heysham, by low cost flights from 
many UK and Northern Ireland airports using Flybe or Manx2.com 
(with Easyjet also now operating from Liverpool), and from the Re-
public of Ireland with Aer Arann. Flights from most carriers become 
available more than 6 months ahead and are then usually 
very inexpensive  

A formal CALL FOR PAPERS and further information will shortly be 
available on the SPMA website. Contact Harold Mytum  for further 
information at H.Mytum@liverpool.ac.uk 

 

 

SOCIETY NEWS 

 

Conference report:  

Ȭ%ØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇ .Å× 7ÏÒÌÄ 4ÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎÓȡ 

From Seasonal Presence to Permanent 

3ÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔȭ 

3Ô *ÏÈÎȭÓȟ .Å×ÆÏÕÎÄÌÁÎÄȟ                             
17th -19th June 2010  

The above conference was jointly sponsored by the 
archaeology departments at Memorial University 
in Newfoundland and Bournemouth University in 
the UK as well as by SPMA.  It marked the 400th 
ÁÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ #ÕÐÉÄȭÓ #ÏÖÅȟ ÔÈÅ 
first permanent English settlement in Canada.  It 
was attended by 47 fee paying delegates and 33 
complementary student delegates. A plenary paper 
by Dr Evan Jones of Bristol University shed new 
light on the voyages of John Cabot from Bristol in 
the 1490s.  Staff, students and former students of 
Memorial University offered a range of papers on 
their work on the archaeology of early settlement 
in Newfoundland. Most of these early settlements 
were initially seasonal and were established by 
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An Archaeology of An Archaeology of   
Mercantile CapitalismMercantile Capitalism   

Bill Gilbert leads a tour of his excavations at Cupids Cove 

SPMA DISSERTATION PRIZES 

The Society awards two prizes each year for the best undergradu-
ate and taught postgraduate dissertations on any subject in post-
medieval archaeology, from UK and Irish universities.  The win-
ners for the academic year 2008-2009 are: 

2009 Undergraduate Dissertation Prize : Emma Bonthorne   
(BSc Archaeology and Forensic Sciences, Bournemouth Univer-
ÓÉÔÙɊ Ȭ!Î ÁÓÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÏÌÏÇÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÉÎ 
the location, recovery and analysis of Spanish Civil War remains 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÁÓÑÕÅ #ÏÕÎÔÒÙȭȢ 

 2009 Postgraduate Dissertation Prize : Matthew Jenkins  
(MA Archaeology of Buildings, University of York) ȬPeople and 
0ÌÁÃÅȡ (ÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÉÎ -ÉÃËÌÅÇÁÔÅȟ 9ÏÒËȟ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ρψÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȭȢ 

Congratulations to Emma and Matthew, who each receive a prize 
of £250 and free membership of the Society for one year. 



 

English, French or Basque  fishermen exploiting the whale and 
cod fisheries. The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 confined the 
&ÒÅÎÃÈ ÔÏ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÁÌ ÆÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȭ&ÒÅÎÃÈ 3ÈÏÒÅȭ ÉÎ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ 
Newfoundland and forbade permanent settlement.; while the 
English settlements increasing became permanent.  Attendees 
at the conference increasing became familiar with the ar-
chaeological remains off fish processing from tryworks 
(hearths used to melt down whale fat in copper cauldrons) 
and flakes (cod drying platforms).  The distinctive identity of 
Newfoundland (it only became part of Canada in 1949), the 
impact of the horrendous WWI losses at Beaumont Hamel on 
the Somme in 1916 (hence Memorial University) and the eco-
nomic impact of the moratorium on commercial cod fishing in 
ρωως ÁÌÓÏ ÓÅÅÐÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÓÃÉÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȢ  3Ô *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÉÓ ÎÏ× 
being transformed by the impact of deep-sea drilling for oil. 

Local research, often as part of community archaeology pro-
grams, was put into a wider context by speakers from else-
where in North America and Europe.   Papers covered such 
diverse topics as Breton pottery production, the Jamestown 
settlement in Virginia, English colonization in Ireland, Han-
seatic and Russian trade in the Baltic region,  and Portuguese 
trade with the new World.  The lectures were complemented 
ÂÙ ÆÉÅÌÄ ÔÒÉÐÓ ÔÏ "ÉÌÌ 'ÉÌÂÅÒÔȭÓ ÁÎÄ *ÁÍÅÓ 4ÕÃËÓȭÓ ÁÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ 
sites at Cupids Cove and Ferryland, respectively.  Much debate 
also took place at a pre-conference pottery handling session.  
A dozen of us also signed up for the post conference trip to 
northern Newfoundland and the opposing coast of Labrador. 
Recently found French fishing sites, the whaling station of 
Battle Harbour, seasonal Basque whaling sites at Red Bay and 
ÔÈÅ 6ÉËÉÎÇ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÔ ,ȭ!ÎÓÅ ÁÕØ ÍÅÁÄÏ×Ó ×ÅÒÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄȢ  
Not even the failure to spot whales and the occasional attack 
by black fly could diminish the excitement of archaeology in 
such a beautiful and rugged landscape.  Many thanks To Pro-
fessor Peter Pope (Memorial), assisted by Prof. Mark Brisbane 
(Bournemouth) and their many colleagues, for organising a 
truly memorable conference.  

   Paul Courtney 

 

We are also pleased to say that another success for the con-
ference was that 27 new members joined the Society as 
part of the conference deal. A warm welcome to them, and 
we hope they will enjoy the journal and all the other bene-
fits membership brings (CK)  
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Book Launch 

Ȭ)ÒÅÌÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÔÌÁÎÔÉÃ 7ÏÒÌÄȭ 

Edited by  Audrey Horning and Nick Brannon  
IPMAG Proceedings 2, Wordwell Ltd 2010 

 

The Irish Post-Medieval Archaeology Group (IPMAG) launched its second 
conference proceedings in Tower Museum, Derry, on 27th March 2010, at a 
reception hosted by Derry City Council opened by the Mayor of Derry, Coun-
cillor Peter Fleming. Ȭ)ÒÅÌÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÔÌÁÎÔÉÃ 7ÏÒÌÄȭ is the outcome 
of a joint IPMAG and SPMA conference held in Derry in 2004. The volume 
contains 13 wide-ranging chapters by scholars working in Ireland, Britain 
ÁÎÄ .ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÐÏÓÔ-medieval archaeology in 
an international context. It is published with financial support from the Irish 
Heritage Council and the Society for Post-Medieval Archaeology. 

 

(l -to-r) Craig McGuckian (Tower Museum); Councillor Paul Fleming 
(Mayor), Audrey Horning, Tracy Collins (chair IPMAG), Nick Brannon  

Bill Gilbert (far right)  leading a group around his 

excavations at Cupids Cove. Conference organizer 

Prof. Peter Pope is on his left  


